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S E R M O N, & 


"REY. X. 6. 


There Jhall be time no longer. 


Le theſe words are two general bie e and the 
end of time. — Time is commonly taken for the con- 


tinuance or duration of any thing. As to the end off 


time, ſome underſtand the words metaphorically, as 
having reference to the time when the power and glory 
of the Roman empire ſhould fade, decay, and be no 
more. —Others take the words abſolutely, as referring 
to the judgment of the great day, when the world ſhall 
end and there ſhall be no more time. As we ſhall 
conſider the words under this idea, our text leads us 
forward 1n thought from the preſent time to the end of 
time, when it (hall ceale, ſtop, and be no longer.— 
Time is one of the great meſſengers of God. Come, 
inner, give attention to what time faith in the text, 
when breathing out its expiring breatb, and giving up 
the ghoſt. Time in theſe words is as it were preaching 


its laſt, its farewell ſermon; and bidding an eternal 


adieu to the children of men. The text and context 
read thus: e : 


And 1 ſaw another mighty angel come down from hea- 
ven, clothed with a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his 
head, and his Face was as it were the fun, and his feet 
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as pillars of fire : and he fe his right foot upon the fea, 
and hzs left foot upon the earth, and cried with a loud 
voice, as when a lion roareth : And the angel which I 
Jaw ſtand upon the fea and the earth lifted up his hand to 


heaven, and ſware by him that liveth for ever and ever, 
that there ſhould be time no longer. Did an angel ſay 


this? nay, he ſware it. But who did he ſwear by; 
himſelf, or by man? nay, he lift up his voice and he 
ſwore by him that made heaven and earth. But what 
did he ſware, that the time of man's trial and probati- 
on in the world ſhould be a little Jonger? no; it was 


a more ſolemn oath; tt was that man's time ſhould be 


no longer: that the world ſhould be at an end; and 
time ſwallowed up in boundleſs eternity. What a 
_ gloomy proſpett theſe words ſet before Chriſtleſs ſouls! 
O ſinner, this text is as a fiery flaming comet ſent from 


heaven to earth to alarm its inhabitants of nature's ge- 
neral doom; an incenſed and angry God; a world in 
flames ; and Chriſt in judgment ! Surely, ſinner, the 
very thought of the angel's ſwearing, and time ending, 


ought to make thee tremble. Without adding any 
thing more by way of introduction, we ſhall attend to 


the following things, And, 


Firſt, Shew what time ſhall be nolonger, when this aW- 


ful period which the text ſets before us ſhall commence. 


Secondly, How this period, the end of the world, 
and of time, will come upon men. 


of time will be. 


Thirdly, What kind of a period the cloſe. or the end Gn] 


Fourthly, Conclude with an inference from the 


mg whole. 


We 


T #1 


We are to 15 what tinie ſhall be no longer whey 
| this awful period which the text ſets before us ſhall ö 
commence. 


Firſt, Oblaryie, when this period ſhall come, when 
time ſhall be no longer, the time of the ſinner's carnal 
pleaſure and mirth ſhall be no longer. Wicked, un- 
godly men, now ſpend their time wholly in ſenſual 
pleaſures, ſordid delights, and ſinful mirth. They 


have now many a pleaſant moment; and regale, re- 


freſh, delight, and enjoy themſelves, to the utmoſt of 


their power, in fin and wickedneſs; in revelling and 


rioting; in feaſting and drinking ; chambering and 
debaucheries of all kind. But be it known unto you, 
who are lovers of pleaſure more than lovers of God, 
at the day of death and judgment, when this period 


which the text ſpeaks of ſhall arrive, and time be no 


longer, you. will enjoy your pleaſures no longer. 
When life ends your pleaſure ends; when time ſhall 
ceaſe your pleaſures ceaſe for ever. And, O! what a 
change there will then be with you, who know not the 
pleaſures of Chriſt and religion. * Your pleaſures 
will be turned into horrors; your mirth into mourn- 

ing; your brightneſs into blackneſs; your glory into 
gloom; your rejoicing into e wailing, HOWNNg, 
and gnaſhing of teeth. Ly 


2dly, When time ſhall be no longer, the time of the 
carnal profeſſor's vain hope ſhall be no longer. Do 
you alk who is a carnal profeſſor? It may be anſwer- 
ed, the Phariſee who ſets up a righteouſnels of his own, 
either i in oppoſition to, or in conjunction with, the righ- 
teouſneſs of Chriſt, is a carnal profeſſor. X The co- 


vetous perſon Profeſſing religion, who loves the world 


3 2 more 


* Rom, vi. 23. + Matt. viii. 12. 
t Rom. x. 3. Gal. ii. 21. 
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more chan Jeſus Chriſt, is a carnal profeſſor. 6. The 


pliable perſon profeſſing religion, who can go where 
the world go, ſay as they ſay, and do as they do, is a 
carnal profeſſor. F The Sor 4 who projenge to be re- 

ligious, and yet lives in the practice of lying, 1 cheating, 


and deceiving, is a carnal profeſſor.) The inſincere 
perſon, who is for a half-way religion, ſtill wavering be- 


twixt Chriſt and his luſts, God and the world, and wiſh- 


es to ſerve them both, is a carnal profeſſor. N The man 
who reſts in the externals of religion, in reformation, 


and a bare attendance at God's houſe, is a carnal profeſ— 


ſor. 1 The perſon who can be contented with or with- 


out hearing God's word preached, juſt as his buſineſs 
and company require, is a carnal profeſſor. ** Arz 
how many ſuch profeſſors are there in this aſſembh) 

You carnal profeſlors, you never felt a change of 4 


an hatred of fin, nor a real love to the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. Do you think that all is well becauſe you make 


a profeſſion, and are ſober and moral? Morality is not 


Chriſtianity; though every chriſtian man will be a moral 
man, every moral man is not a chriſtan man. Every 


convert of Chriſt is a profeſſor of Chriſt, but every 
profeſſor of Chriſt is not a convert: witneſs Judas, De- 


mas, and Simon Magus. Ye carnal profeſſors, your 


hope is preſumption ; you know nothing of the power of 


converting grace, nor of Jeſus Chriſt experimentally. 


When you come to die, your hope will die; when time 


ſhall be no longer, your expeQation ſhall be no longer ; 
when time and the world ſhall periſh, your hope and 


expeCtation of happineſs periſh together, becauſe 1 not 
m__ wholly bpan Jeſus Chriſt. tt 


3d!r, 
7 John 1. 16. © 08 + James v. 5. 
} Rev. xxi. 8. Matt. vi. 24. 
1 Tim. iv. 8. -- {$-- Cor. vi. 17. 


„„ 1 Col. ii. 7. 


Ty 

gdly, Wher. time ſhall be no longer, the time of 
God's forbearing mercy with a fallen race ſhall be no 
longer. F Life 1s the time of God's forbearing mercy ; 
and the bloſſom, the bud, the fruit, the glory, of every 
providential mercy which you ungodly men enjoy, grow 
in the garden of time. You are all partakers of the pro- 
vidential mercy of God; his ſparing mercy has upheld _ 
the greateſt ſinner among you; and this forbearing mer- 
cy is amplified towards man, by redeeming mercy in the 
goſpel ; which goſpel exhibits Chriſt in all his excellency 
and glory, as having a fulneſs of redeeming, pardoning, 
and juſtifying mercy in himſelf, to fave ſinners of every 
deſcription, who are made ſenſible they ſtand in need 
of him. f But, ſinner, when death comes and time 
ends with you, if you know not Chriſt, mercy will be at 


an end; the door of mercy will be for ever ſhut!y I 


have read of a general, who, when he laid ſiege to a 
place, would hang out a red flag as a ſignal of proteQi- 
on upon their ſurrender; but if they ſubmitted not, he 
would then hang out a black flag, to indicate that there 
was then nothing for them to expect but ſlaughter and 
death. Thus the goſpel holds forth to us ſinners the red 
flag of the Saviour's merit: but if you continue rejecting 
Chriſt, when death comes and time ends, the ſtandard 
of mercy will be taken in, and the flag of wrath will ap⸗ 
| Pear, and nothing remain but a fearful looking for of 
Judgment and 1 indignation. 


A., When time ſhall "Is no e the time of 
men's reſidence in the world ſhall be no longer; all 
men will then enter into another world, an eternal world. 

To. John, when ſpeaking of the end of time, repreſents the 

B 4. S natural 


1 Ifai. xxvii, Eccles. ix. 10, * Heb. vii. 25. 
John iii. 36. 
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natural world as taking wings and fleeing away. 61 
ſaw,” ſays he, *a great white throne, and him that ſat 
& upon it, from whoſe face the earth and the heaven fled 
away; and there was no place found tor them. 


Is it not evident from this paſſage, chat at 
this period, every golden pillar which nature hath 


formed, every maguificent ſtructure which art hath 


founded, ſhall be conſumed? Nature, with all its gran- 


deur, ſhall ſink and expire: f for when time ſhall be no 


longer, the natural world will not only put on the ſymp- 
toms of langour, and hang down its head, but grappling 


with diſſolution's horrors, will, as it were, lift up its 
eyes upon trembling mortals, and, gaſping, but in vain, 
for another moment, bid an eternal farewell to all fleſh; 


and, breathing out its laſt, its expiring breath, land all 
her confuſed inhabitants in another world, at God's 
eternal bar! Think, Chriſtleſs ſoul, when time ſhall 


be no longer, thy time in the world ſhall be no longer : 
think, conſider, you muſt live when time ſhall die; you 


muſt exiſt, when the world is diſſolved! O that you 
may Loow Chriſt in time, and then you will live with 


him for eternity! 


rthly, When time ſhall be no longer, the time of the 
believer's ſorrows and troubles ſhall be no longer. The 


believer has now troubles, trials, croſſes, and calamities, 


from every quarter: but, believer, when time ſhall end, 
thy troubles will end; thy inward troubles, thy outward. 


troubles, thy troubles from the world, from thy family, 


from the church, from friends, and Ron enemies, will 


all end. * When time ſhall be no longer, the time of 
. temptation ſhall be no longer. Now Satan tries Es 


Rev. XX; 11. + 2 Pet. iii. 10, 11. 


CHA 

tempts; and buffets: thee, and thou art in heavineſs 
through manifold temptations ; but then Satan ſhall tempt 
no more, but being with Chriſt thy joy ſhall be full.“ 
When time ſhall be no longer, the time of fin and cor- 
ruption ſhall be no longer. Now thou art diſtreſſed be- 

cauſe of indwelling ſin, wanderings of heart and thought, 

and the imperfettion of thy nature; but when time ſhall 
end theſe ſhall end; thou ſhalt be wholly changed into 
the likeneſs of Chriſt, and made perfect as he is perfect. F_ 
When time ſhall be no longer, the time of thy reproach 
and perſecution ſhall be no longer. Now thou art 
mocked, ſcoffed, and perſecuted, by carnal men, be- 
cauſe thou doſt follow Jeſus; but theſe will end when 
time ends. When time ſhall be no longer, the time of 
affliction ſhall be no longer. Now thou art ſurround- 
ed with pain, anguiſh, ſickneſs, and a multiplicity of 
diſeaſes; but then they ſhall be no more. When time 
ſhall be no longer, the time of dejection and deſertion 
ſhall be no longer. Now perhaps thou art in darkneſs, 
and dejetted; thy ſpirit is overwhelmed within thee, be- 
cauſe thy Saviour does not ſmile; but this ſhall end 
when thy time ſhall end: Chriſt will then be an 
everlaſting ſun unto thee, and the days of thy mourning 
ſhall be for ever ended. T When time ſhall be no lan- 
ger, the time of thy deadneſs, barrenneſs, and coldnels, 
in Divine things, ſhall be no more. Now thou art diſ- 
treſſed, becauſe thy heart is ſo cold, luke warm, and 
dead; but when time ſhall end theſe mall end: every 


thing Which is unpleaſant ſhall be done away; thou ſhalt 


awake up in Chriſt's likeneſs, be in his preſence, where 
there is fulneſs of joy, and at his right-hand « are plealures 
for evermore. e. þ | 


3 SGecondly, 


Sin 1 
＋ Iſa. Ix. 19. { Pfal. xvii. 15. 


K 


| Secondly, Shew how this period, the end of the world 
and of time will come upon men. 


2 |t Obe it will come decretively, according to 
the decree and appointment of God. The coming of 
this great day was long ſince declared in the book of the 
ſcriptures, and long before that written in the book of 


Gods decrees. See this truth witneſſed by inſpired wri- 


ters. Daniel ſaith, At the appointed time the end ſhall 
come. f Paul ſaith, He hath appointed a day in which 
he will judge the world in righteouſneſs, I Becauſe 
judgment 1s not ſpeedily executed, the ungodly are dar- 
ing and prelumptuous; they ſay, Where is the promile 
of his coming? have not all things continued ſince the 
fathers fell aſleep, as from the beginning of the world? 
But be it known unto you, ye ſcoffers and unbelievers, 
that God hath appointed a day in, which he will judge 
the ſecrets of the hearts of men by Jeſus Chriſt; and as 
ſoon as that appointed time is come, according to the 
decree, the world will not ſtand one moment longer. 
See a reaſon why vengeance does not come upon a 
wicked, guilty, ſinful world. The appointed time is 
not yet come. || When we hear ſinners curſing God to 
his face, and calling for damnation upon their bodies, 
' ſouls, and limbs, we might wonder that heaven and earth 
did not ruſh together in wild confuſion ; and that the 
whole mafs of nature did not {ink into eternal oblivion, 
But the reaſon is this, the appointed time is not come. 
The atheiſtical. heart of the {inner is ready to ſay on this 
account, + There is no God.” Though he does not 
puniſh now, yet, O ſinner, Your puniſhment will come 
at God s appointed time. * 


2dly, 


+ Dan. viii. 19. 4 Acts xvii. 31, 
a Pet. iii. 9, 4, 6. ane. 


"+ 48-3 


_ 8dly, This period will come certainly. Men gene- f 


rally view the end of the world, and the coming of 
Chriſt to judgment, as vain and fabulous uncertainties ; ; 
live as ſecure as if they had really paſſed death, miſſed 
Judgment, eſcaped vengeance, cheated the devil, out- 
_ witted God, and were to live happy upon earth for ever. 


But fin, ſatan, and your deceitful hearts. have cheated 


| you who are thus ſecure. That "Chriſt will certainly 


come to judgment, is evident from the threatenings and 
examples of God's word. - Has not God times without 
number declared it in his word ? + Now, ſinner, I would 
aſk you, is God's word yea and nay ? Does God ſay and 


unſay? Verily, no; heaven and earth ſhall paſs away 


before one chreatning of God's word vill fail to be ful- 
filled. Further, ſee the certainty of the judgment: day 
from the examples of God's word. Did the old world 


eſcape? Did Sodom eſcape? So neither ſhall the 


preſent world eſcape its doom, nor thy ſoul, O ſinner, _ 
the judgment. O that you may be alarmed, and come 


to Jeſus, and chen you will be fate and happy ! ! 


zdly, This time will come Aula ; in an hour un- 


known to either meh or angels. Luther faith, Per- 


haps the judgment may come in the very fineſt and 8 
eſt weather; when on a ſudden the elements may be 


gloomy with thunder, and earthquakes an hour or lon- 


ger. Then ſecure perſons will ſay io the fearful, Look 


thou fool, didſt thou never hear thunder before! ö But, 


Oo i miſtake ! unuſual thunder! the thunder of 


Chriſt's voice ſhall raiſe the dead out of their graves!” 5 


It will be ſadden as Sodom's overthrow ; Which was 
without notice; for at break of day there was no appear- 
ance of Sodom's deſtruction, When Lot went out of 
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+ 2 Pet. iii. 3. to the end. 2 Matt. xxiv. 36. Rev. xx. 12. 
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the city the ſun was riſen upon them, and they were all 
hap;'y as uſual. But ſuddenly, in a moment, fire came 
fromm beaven and deftroyed them. So it will be at the 
end of time: the ſun of proſperity will be ſhining upon 
thouſands ; finners will be graſping after the world, 
looking for many days to come, even when the laſt-day 
is come. *— UnexpeQtedly the trump ſhall found, and 
nature's doom will be pronounced. The pillars of the 
world will crack like terrible thunder; the globe will 
hake from its centre; the world will fink like a bubble, 
and diſappear like a fiery vapour; T and what vill be- 
come of you, Chriſtleſs foul, then ? 


4 This period will come uninterruptedly. Na- 
ture cannot avoid the fie ry fate of her deſtruction. The 
power and united efforts of ungodly men, damned ſpi- 
Tits, and devils, cannot obſtruct God's deſign, prevent 

time's ending, or avoid the judgment. You ungodly 
fouls, you Chriſtleſs profane finners, do what you will, 
go where you can, you muſt ſubmit to Nature's awful. 


doom, and behold with your own eyes the world's end, 


and the general , judgment. Think not, finner, to 
eſcape. We read, that Moſes eſcaped Pharaoh; { Da- 
vid eſcaped Goliath ; | Peter eſcaped Herod. Y Men 
may eſcape from men, but none of you ſinners can eſcape 
from God in the judgmen nt. You may as well think to 
drive back the tide, controul the wind, or command the 


ſun into darkneſs, as to controul or prevent the coming 


of that day. May the ungodly tremble, the ſecure pro- 
fe ſſor be alarmed, and mercy take hold of your Chriſt- 


lleſs ſouls; ſeeing the judgment-day and the end of the 


world will come inevitably, and none can prevent 


50% N 
ELY Theſf. V. 2, 42, + Matt. xxiv. 29, go, 31. 
. = Exod. xiv, 28, || 1 Sam. xvii. 50 


T Acts x1. 
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- &thly, This. period will come proceſſ vely. _ Chriſty 


when ſpeaking of the world's end, mentions many ſigns 
and wonders in the heavens, as uniting and marching i in 
a majeſtic and awful proceſſion, without ſtopping, till 
the world is ſunk into oblivion, ſinners to hell, and 
ſaints raiſed to heaven.“ Such will be this period, that 
as ſoon as the channel of deſtruction overflows its banks, 
the river of God's incenſed wrath will run proceſſively, 


without intermiſſion, till its rapid torrent has deluged all 


the world. Time will not be given to you, ſinners, to 
think what to do, where to go, or how to eſcape. f 
When the trump begins its ſounding, the graves will be 
| ſeen opening, the dead riſing, J the ſun darkening, q the 
moon fainting, || the ſtars falling, © the. rocks ne 
the mountains tumbling, Tf the globe trembling, FT its 
pillars breaking, {{ the earth | burning, || || the heavens 
melting, 41 the elements flaming, * the ſea boiling, ttt 
hell opening, II devils howling, ſinners deſpairing, {{ 
time ending, the judgment appearing, and a thick ſuc- 
ceſſion of foaming, flaming wrath, hurling all the world, 
like 3 lumber, into a fiery tomb! Sinner! "Ig : 
ner! ſinner! what will become of thee in this moſt. 
_ dreadful day Thou haſt no Chriſt to comfort thee, no 
Jeſus to 250 thee, no ſurety to acquit thee, no righte- 
ouſneſs to cover thee, no friend to defend thee !—Oh 
that you may know this dear and precious Chriſt, end 
hen you may ſing with the poet. _ 
Bold ſhall I ftand in that great day, 
For who aught to my charge ſhall lay? 


3 through Chriſt abſolv'd Iam 
E rom lin and . guilty from fire and flame, 


Thirdly, _ 


* Matt xxiv. 29, 505 F Rev. + Vi. 17. 4 Rev. xx. 19. 
Rev. vi. 12. | Luke xxi. 25. © Matt, xxvi. 29. 
- #* Nah. i. 6. Tt Nah. 1. 5.. {+ Ifa. xxiv. 20. 

\) Pſal. cit. 25, 26. |||| 2 Pet. iii. 10. 1 2 Pet. iii. 19, 


n 9 Pet. iii. 12. 4 Job xlii. 31. 
ttt Iſa. xix. 9. Rev. vi. 16, 
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Tbirdly, What lind of a period the end of time 
wil be. | 


+3. iſt, Qbfirve, the cloſe of time will be an aſſembling 
time. At the end of time, all Adam's poſterity will be 
aſſembled before Jeſus the Omnipotent Judge. The 
apoſtle ſaith, We muſt all appear before the judgment- 
« feat of Chriſt.” Obſerve the univerſality of this aſſem- 
bly; we muſt all appear all, without exception; the 
young, the old, the rich, the poor, the ſceptred king, 
and the oppreſſed ſlave. None of you rich ones, that 
I am now ſpeaking before, are ſo great as to eſcape the 
general aſſembly ; neither are any of you ſo poor or in- 
ſignificant as to be forgotten; but all of you, both high 
and low, muſt ſtand before the Judge. A noble Bru- 
tus, a conquering Alexander, and a boaſting Cæſar, 


ll who have triumphed in victory, trampled on captive 
pPrinces, ſwayed ambitious ſceptres, and made the world 


to tremble, will be.as confuſed, trembling victims in the 

general aſſembly waiting the eternal ſentence from God's 
awſul throne. - As the judgment will be univerſal, ſin- 
ner, what part ſoever of this chapel you are fitting i in, 
with your fin, concealed from man, remember that you 
| muſt make up a part or this . 


44% The cloſe of time will be an alarming lime. 
There will be many things at this period which will 
alarm, aſtoniſh, and diſtract, the Chriſtleſs ſoul. How 
will you, Chriſilels ſinners, be alarmed in this great day 
to hear the judgment trump, with a tone more loud than 
ten thouſand thunders, roaring and ſounding through 
heaven's concave, and earth's caverns, to the world's : 


remoteſt bounds | *—How will the ſinner be alarmed to 
| ſee che dead, both ſmall and greats ariſe, and leave the 
| dark 


„The i 18. 


EST 


dark chambers of the grave, where they have flept in 
filence from the beginning! #—How will. the unbeliever 
be alarmed to ſee the conſuming fire raging from moun- 
tain to mountain, from land to ſea, from fea to ſhore, 
and from the rivers to the ends of the earth ! F——How 
will the ungodly be alarmed, to ſee the earth rumouroul- 
ly burſting with its ſubterraneous combuſtibles; belch- 
ing out large pillars of fire; vomiting ſulphurous ſmoke, 
like flaming globes; the univerſal fabric becoming as a 
blazing faggot in the ruinous cataſtrophe! f——How vill 
the ſecure ſoul be alarmed to hear the baſis of the world 
rending ; the pillars of heaven craſhing; the univerſe 
tottering, trembling, ſtaggering, and reeling to and fro, 
like a drunken man! How will the wiſe men of 
the world be alarmed to behold the conſtellations in dread- 
ful motion; the ſpherical orbs, which are now like ſo 
many brilliant lamps in the expanded roof, confuſedly 
tumbling from the ſkies upon their guilty heads! — 
How will the profane be alarmed, to ſee the diſſolution 
of the regions of the inferior heavens ! elements burning, 
- blazing, flaſhing, weeping ſulphurous tears at the world's 
funeral! How will you, goſpel-deſpiſers, who have 
heard Chriſt preached in Spa- fields Chapel, and elſewhere, 
be alarmed to ſee Jeſus fitting upon his judgment-throne, 
in the clouds, preparing vengeance for you who have 


deſpiſed his word, neglected his goſpel, and blaſphemed 


huis name! *##——How will you, daring ſinners, be aſto- 


niſhed to ſee all your fins appear, and ſtand as a terrible 
army in battle array againſt you! Your ſecret fins, and 
midnight impurities; your fins committed in the dark; 
all will appear open as in the light ! ++ : 
preſumptuous lou] be alarmed to lee the bottomleſs pit | 


open 
* 1 Cor. xv. 33. 1 Mal. iv. 4; 2 Pet. vii. 12. 

7-2 Pet. ii. 10. Iſai. xx1v. 19, 20, 
Matt. xxiv. £9. 1 2 Pet. 111. 18. 


whe NEV. LE T3 Numb, xxxli. 23; Matt. x. 26; Luke xii. 2. 
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open its infatiable mouth; and with an bernd viſa age and 
3 eye looking, gaping, yawning, to (walloy you 
up! How will the wicked be alarmed to ſee and 
— the lamentable groans of the tormented inhabitants 
of the dark regions, raving, raging, and roaring ; and to 
hear Chriſt denounce the awful, final, eternal ſentence 
upon ſinners, © Depart, ye accurſed, to Hell! while 
Ln ſaints are taken to heaven 5 0 


3d, The cloſe of time will be an 1 examining time. 
The judgment of the laſt-day is repreſented in the bible 
after the manner of a judicial proceſs, by the opening 
of books and examining the offenders. Daniel faith, „ a 
= fiery ſtream iſſued out before him; and the judgment 
as ſet, and the books were opened. « "hy John faith, 1 
4 ſaw the dead, ſmall and great, ſtand before God; "lod 
ee the books were opened, and the dead were judged out 
© of the things written in the books.“ 4 I need not tell 
you that he Hooks are not to be taken literally, but figu- 
ratively : for God needs no book to enter things in. 
He ſpeaks in language ſuited to our capacities. As men 
know their books, ſo God's books denote that perfect 
knowledge which he has now, and will have, of all 
men's {ins at the judgment. The books were opened. 
There is the book of God's omniſcience; 1 the book of 
God's remembrance; and the book of man's conſcience, ; 
in which all the fins of the impenitent will be found writ- 
ten in the moſt indelible characters. There will be 
found in thoſe books, ſuch a mercy abuſed; ſuch a 
Judgment {lighted ; ſuch a conviction ſtifled ; ſuch a re- 
proof deſpiſed; ſuch a threatening ſcorned; ſuch an in- 
vitation rejected; and ſuch a fin committed! The book | 
of conſcience will anſwer to all God" 8 charges; ; ſo that 
the 


* Prov. xxvii. 20. Iſai. v. 14. and xiy. 1 
+ Matt. xxv. 46. 1 Theſſ. iv. 17. f Dan. vii. 10. 
Rev. xx. 12. | Heb. iv. 0 Jer. xvi. 17. 


E 
the ſinner will need no accuſer to condemn him beſide * 
his own conſcience. O, ſinner! this examining time 
will be a fin opening; a conſcience condemning, and a 


heart confounding time; to all who have not n as 
their ſurety,* to anſwer for them. 


4thly, The cloſe of time will be a ſcharating time, 
A ſeparation will be made betwixt the ſheep and the 
goats; betwixt the righteous and the wicked; betwixt 
him that loveth Chriſt, and him that loveth him not. T 
Believers are now under the neceſſity of being with and 
among unbelievers; but then they ſhall be ſeparated 
from them for ever. T © Then ſhall the king ſay to 
them on the right-hand, Come, ye bleſſed of my Fa- 
ether, inherit the kingdom prepared for you. 4 Then 
& ſhall he lay to them on the left hand, Depart from me, 
«ye curled, into everlaſting fire, prepared for the devil 
te and his angels. From hence obſerve that believers will 
in that day be ſeparated from the ungodly for ever; and 
the ungodly will be ſeparated from God, from Chriſt, 
from hope, from help, from heaven, and all happinels, 
for evermore! Realize the thought. View a loving 
| huſband, a tender wife, an aged parent, a dear child, 
ſanding before the throne, and an eternal ſeparating 
hand coming between thoſe near relations; one caught 
up to heaven, another caſt down to hell! O that Chriſt _ 
by his Spirit and Grace may ſeparate us from ſin in time; 


or elſe we ſhall be ſeparated from God and his people bh 


| eternity. 


stuly, The cloſe of time will be a | puniſhing time. 
Some perſons make a mere ſcoff and ridicule of puniſh- 
ment after death. Do you believe God's word? If 


vou 


+ John v vili. . 28. 2 . Matt. XXV. 32. 
Matt. xxv. 34 · 8 Matt. xxv. 41˙ 


1 WJ 


you do, 1 will prove to you that there is a future ſtate 
and puniſhment for the wicked. David faith, * The 
Wicked ſhall be turned into hell, with all the nations 
that forget God.”''* From the authority of this text it 

18 evident, that, if nations forſake God, nations will be 
turned into hell as well as individuals. Chriſt ſaith of 
the rich man in the goſpel, In hell he lift up his eyes, 
being in torment.” f —— ſaith, „Whoſoever was 
& not found written in the book of liſh, was caſt into the 


lake of fire.” T Now, Sirs, this doQtrine is not only | 


declared in the word of God, and has been believed by 
Chriſtians in all ages of the world, but 1s a truth behev- 
_ ed allo by the heathens, who you think are ſo much be- - 
neath you. They declare in their writings that there 
are rivers of fire, in which wicked ſpirits are plunged, 
rolled, tormented, and burned after death. Now, if 
vou will neither believe the words of infoired writers, 
_ Chriſtians nor heathens, it is in vain for me to ſpeak to 
you, May God ſpeak to you by his Holy Spirit; and 
then you will believe, tremble, and live. f 


Fourthly, 1 infer from the ſubjett. 


1/t, That ballevers have no reaſon to envy carnal men 
their ſuppoſed happineſs. The period is haſtening when 
it ſhall all end. Their pleaſures are tranſitory, fleeting | 
pleaſures; purchaſed with much pains, yet enjoyed but 
a moment. They are ſhadows which leave the mind 
empty. 8 the other hand, the Chriſtian has in leſus, | 
abiding, and ſatisfying pleaſures. The pleaſures of the 
wicked end in cternal death; 1 but nes believer, in 
eternal life. : 


FU 
PEEL x. I Luke xvi. 2g. 


Ferre: # Rom. v1. 29. f 
2 Tim. iv. 8. 
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adh, See the need of examining your hope. What 
is your hope! ſome of you think, and purpoſe before 
you die and time 1s at an end with you, to repent, re- 
form, and turn to God; and then you hope God 
will be merciful unto you, and take you to heaven. If 
| this is your hope of heaven, may God be merciful to 
you; for it will let you fink to hell. Chrilt's death, 
blood, ſacrifice, and merit, muſt be your hope; “ and 
not your living better and repenting. F Chrilt mult be 
the matter of your hope; the ground of your hope; the 
end of your hope; yea, your all and in all; and then, when 
time ſhall end, your hope will end in full ſalvation. 7 IF 


_ Chriſt be formed in you the hope of glory, { you will 


reform and repent to purpoſe, | even to the glory of 
God and the lalvation of your oul. 


- adn, See how ineviakly thoſe periſh that die without 
an intereſt in Chriſt, If you die without Jeſus, mercy 
cannot be extended to you; even annihilation will flee 

from you, though you were to implore it in the heart- 

melting language of the poet, who repreſents ſinners at 


the end of time as crying, „O grant, great God, this 
„ {mall, this almolt no Tequelt: | 


„When I have wept ten thouſand lives away, 
„When Torment is grown weary of his prey; 
„When I have rav'd ten thouſand years in fire, . 
1 Ten thouſand, aovaland-—let me then expire, 8 


What, Gnner' is this a fall requeſt for a ſoul to 
make that dies without Jeſus? Small as it may appear 
to be, worlds of gold, ſeas of filver, yea, an eternity of 
Prayers a an ocean of tears, can never procure it. 1 


A.. 


* 1 Cor. 11. 11. Heb. ix. 2g. + Rom. x. 3. 
4. 


e =» ls ls 0 Collofl. i. 27. 4. Cor v. 17. 
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 4thly, We may learn that the world is not our reſt, 
| Shortly the time of the world, and our dwelling in it, 
will be at an end.* -There 1s ſomething particularly 
ſtriking in the ſaying of a famous painter, who, being 
alked why he took fo much pains with his work, an- 
| Tvered, „I paint for eternity.” This is true in ſome 
ſenſe reſpetting us: we are formed for eternity; we are 
probationers for eternity; we are haſtening to eternity; 
I am preaching for eternity ; you are hearing for eternity. 
Your actions in time will run parallel with eternity, ei- 
ther in {inning to damnation or believing to ſalvation. 


&thly, Learn the miſery of thoſe who are ſquander— 

ing away their time in {in and folly Infidels and idola- 
ters will riſe up in judgment againſt many who call 
themſelves Chriſtians. F An heathen was once aſked 
what was the firſt thing needful to purſue ? He anſwer- 
ed, Time. Being aſked what was the ſecond? anſwer- 
ed, Time. Being aſked what was the third ? he an- 
ſwered, Time. Now ſhall heathens think ſo much of 

the worth of time, and Chriſtians ſo little? Does not 
this condemn many of you who are trifling away your 
time, ſinning away your time, curſing and ſwearing 
away your time, dancing and carding away your time, 
and ſquandering it away in ſinful amuſement, wanton- 
neh, and debauchery ? Sinner, remember your pre- 
paration for eternity muit take place in time. If you 
c are careleſs in time ſpending, you will be ſpeechleſs in 

« time's ending. Thoſe who are trifling now will be 
„ trembling then. O finner, the laſt-day will not be 
« thy beſt day! At the world's end you Chriſtleſs fouls 
„will be at your wit's end, and but at the beginning of 
& your woe. 9 ls 95 Lg 


6thly, 


—4-Heb-amorqe——— 7 ohn v. 29. 
+ Matt. x1. 14. 5 Rev. vi. 16, 17. 
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6thly, Learn the pitiable ſtate of thoſe perſons whe. 


are truſting to turn to God at ſome future time and neg- 
lect the preſent. The ny. of life and time with you may 
end in a ſudden manner.“ Now is the accepted time, 
nov is the day of ſalvation. T Now 1s your living day ; 
to-morrow may be your dying day, Young people 
commonly think it is too ſoon for them to be concerned 
about their fouls: they purpoſe when they are older, 
married, and ſettled in hfe, that they will turn to God. 
This concluſion may prove your ruin. I knew of a 
perſon who, being prefled to think about the ſlate of 
his ſoul, made this reply“ My buſineſs and profits 
are ſo and ſo; when I have been ſo long in buſineſs I 
ſhall have obtained ſuch a fortune; then I mean to leave 
the world and buſineſs, ſerve God, and be religious.“ 
But behold! the very next day, he dropped down a 
dead corpſe in his own ſhop, without attaining his for- 
tune, or perhaps coming to Chriſt! Now, ſinner, ſee 
the uncertainty of thy life in this man's death. Thy 


time may end as nr too, for aught you know. k 7 


nthly, Will time certainly end ? Think then of the 
end of time. What is the end of time? The end of 
time is the beginning of eternity; vaſt eternity, which 
has no end! Think, Chriſtleſs ſoul, the end of time is 
the beginning of thy miſery, Erſkine repreſents the 
| miſerable cry of the JJ. Es 


EeInfinite years in torment I muſt RD 
& And never, never, never ſee an end. 
„Ah, muſt I live in torturing deſpair 
As many years as atoms in the air! 
© When theſe are ſpent as many thouſands more 

As grains of ſand that crowd the ebbing ſhore! 
„When theſe are done, as many yet behind 
© As leaves of foreſt ſhaken with the wind! 


NE: _*©Whiem 
2 u vi. 2, 3. 
uke xii, 20. 
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When theſe are gone, as many to enſue 
As ſtems of graſs on hills and dales that grew 1 
* When theſe run out as many on the march 
* Ax ſtarry lamps that gild the ſpangled arch! 
© When theſe expire, as many millions more 
* As moments in the millions part before ! 
bay When all theſe doleful years are ſpent in pain, 
* And multiply'd by myriads again, fag ts 
Till numbers drown the thoughts; could I ſuppoſe 
* That then my wretched years were at a cloſe, 
© This would afford ſome eaſe ; but, ah! I ſhiver 
_ * To think upon the dreadful ſound for ever! 
* The burning gulf, where I blaſpheming lie, 
„Is time no more, but vaſt eternity.” 


_ Bthly, Learn ſomething of the worth and preciouſneſs 
of time. Learn the value of time from the ſhortneſs of 
time, and the uncertainty of time. So ſhort is man's 
time here that it is like a dream, a ſhadow, a vapour. 
So uncertain, that the preſent time is the only time we 

can call our own. This may be the laſt time, for aught 
we know, that we may have to wait upon God: from 
which we may learn how precious time is. Yet moſt 
men know nothing more of the worth of time, than ſor- 
row and grief for their abuſe of it upon a dying bed; 
when they have to reflect that all their time has been 
ſpem in ſin and wickednels. 
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© gthly, See how inexcuſeable goſpel deſpiſers will be 
at the laſt-day. You have often heard from this pulpit, 
that the day of accounts will come; and that Chriſt is 
the ſinner's only refuge. If you live and die, difregard- 
ing theſe truths, and rejetting Chriſt, your blood will 
he upon your own fouls, your condemnation will be 
from yourſelves, and you will be left without excuſe, F— 
Let none go away and ſay we have had a fiery ſermon. 
It 3s at the peril of your fouls that you {peak one word 
K VVV againſt 
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| againſt the things which you have heard. For remember 
I have not ſaid any thing of the deſtruction of the world, 
and of wicked men but what heathens have believed and . 
affirmed in all ages of the world; and will you, can you, 
dare you, who profeſs to be Chriſtians, rejett thoſe 
truths believed by infidels! 4 


10thly, Is not the apoſtle s exhortation ſeaſonable, | 


ce redeem the time.*' * Time cannot be redeemed in a 


literal ſenſe: for, being once paſt, it can never be recalled, 


yet may be redeemed in ſome ſenſe. Time 1s redeemed 


in a moral ſenſe, when ſouls are conſcientious and uni- 


form in their obedience. Time is redeemed in a ſpiri- 


tual ſenſe, when we live a life of faith on the Son of 


| God. Time is-redeemed in an evangelical ſenſe, when 


_ Chriſt, the heart, and duty, go together hand in hand: 


for as we cannot be ſaved at the end of time without 


Chriſt, ſo we cannot redeem time now without coming to 


| _ Chriſt, the Redeemer of ſouls, and living upon bum. 


14105 and laſtly. See the great difference at Jack 
and judgment betwixt the believer and the unbeliever. 
The godly have their trials and ſorrows here, and their 
happineſs and glory when time ends. But the wicked 
have their happineſs here, and their hell hereafter ; + and 
often, with all they poſſeſs and enjoy, are miſerable : 
one thought of death and judgment robs them of all their 
comforts. I have read of a man who had great worldly 
_ poſſeſſions left him. The day that he came to enjoy 
them he made a feaſt for his friends ; but he himſelf was 


[ penſive and fad. Being aſked why he was fo melancho- 
ly, ſeeing he was come to ſuch great poſleflions, he an- 


Twered, “I could be as happy as any of you; but this 
£6 damned death will ſoon take it all from me.“ But, be- 


liever, 


* Ephel. v. 16. b 
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liever, though death take away all that the carnal man 
Has, vet thou haſt ſuch a portion in Jeſus that death can- 
net take from thee. On the contrary, when death 
comes it will put thee in the full poſſeſſion and eternal 
enjoyment of it. May you ſee the difference betwixt 
the end of the righteous and the unrighteous, and chooſe 


the better part, which ſhall never be taken from you! 
5 And _y God add his bleſſing, tor Chrilt's ſake. Amen. 


THE. END. 
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dn HYMN on the Word of the TEXT.* 


1 eons: trump beads through the Ries, | 
All nature ſhakes with ſad ſurprize; _ 

God's voice is heard from ſhore to ſhore, 
'Denouncing that, there's Time's no more. 


The dying world, the dark'ning ſun, 
The flaming orbs, their courſe have run; 
| Earth, ſea, and hell yield up their ſtore, 
Th dead arife, and Time's no more. 


Behold the anguiſh guilt and fear, 5 | 

That fills the loſt when Chriſt draws near; 

They rage, they rave, they. howl, they roar, 
But mercy's gone, and Time's no more. 


Aghaſt thoſe trembling ghoſts now quake ; ; 
While ſinking to the burning lake; 
God's pity now they would implore, 
But they are laſt, and Time no niore. 


2 
— * * 


Whilſt their bit is raging high, 
I be ſaints are ſoaring through the ſky; 
On angel's wings they all are bore | 
To heavenly bliſs, when Time's no m 


Saints now are happy and are bleſt, | 
They now have found their long ſought reſt; 
And Chriſt their Saviour they'll adore, 


3 the grave, when Time's no more. 


